
  

 

The newsletter of 1st. Prittlewell (St. Maryôs) Scout Group 

Working with young people since 1909  

Editor:  Graham Lucas. 86, Fairfax Drive, Westcliff on Sea, Essex. SS0 9AF.  

(  01702 303408     : 1st.Prittlewell@blueyonder.co.uk 

Purpose:  News & Views is supplied free of charge to members of 1st. Prittlewell (St. 
Maryôs), their families and other friends of  the Group, to help keep them advised of our 
activities and forthcoming events. The views expressed herein are not necessarily those 

of The Scout Association.  
Sponsorship:  If you would like to sponsor our newsletter please contact the editor by 

any of the methods shown above. 

Autumn 2009  

100th Anniversary Reunion  
 

Royal Naval Association Club 
East Street, Prittlewell 

 

Friday 11th December 2009  
 

7.30pm onwards 
 

Over 15½s only 
(over 18½s only in bar area) 

 

Cost £2 
 

All former members welcome 
(Numbers are limited so please book early!) 

 
   Contact:- 

Jim Hawkins  -  Group Scout Leader 
( Office: 01702 300440  
 Mobile: 07710 501219  
: scoutsjim@blueyonder.co.uk  

mailto:scoutsjim@blueyonder.co.uk
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Beaver Scout Report  

 
 The Beaver Scouts have achieved 3 badges this last term.  Safety. Musician (Stage 1) and Outdoor. 
 
 We all went on a litter pick over at St Maryôs Church in readiness for their Summer Fete.  We 
collected 4 sacks of rubbish and they enjoyed hearing about the church'sô history and looking at the 
gravestones too . We have been asked if we would deliver flyers to the nearby residents next year . 

 In June we attended the County Beaver Scout Day Out to Cressing Temple. It had a medieval 
theme and all the Leaders and helpers dressed accordingly.  Each District had to provide either 
a game or a make and we had jousting with card horses and foam jousting sticks, which was 
very popular and also water stocks, which was great fun. One of the Beaver Scouts decided it 
was funny to throw a bucket of water over me and my dress was very heavy for ages, but it 

was just fun. I managed to get a sample of every make and game there was for future 
consideration. 

 Tuesday 30th June saw us taking a walk along the pier to the RNLI station. This was sponsored but 
so far I have had only half of the money we have been promised in. We are going to share this with the 
RNLI and Brian Woods (Captain, RNLI Southend), will present a small gift to the top 3 fund raisers later on 
in the year. 
 A very disappointing attendance for the Centenary Camp from our Section. We started at 14 and 
ended up with 10, through illness and injuries. We had plenty of adult helpers who thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and ensured the Beaver Scouts did also. We were successful in being 
granted £250 from Turning Tides. Our Group Scout Leader presented us with a wall 
plaque commemorating this event, which we have permission to display on the Guild 
Hall wall. A huge thanks to Jim for organising this event and to the Scouts and Explorer 
Scouts who helped and were really hands on and just great. Thank you to all of you for 
making the youngsters feel welcome, as I know that the younger ones are not always included very much 
in other Groups. 
 We have had 6 Beaver Scouts swim up to the Cub Scout Pack recently and more started their links 
in September. We still have a waiting list of 14 but this will reduce to about 5 (as it presently stands) by 
January, which will leave only the younger ones waiting to come of age to join us.  However, I have had 
enquiries about the waiting list but no further names have been added at present. We started September 
at 24 Beavers, full capacity. 
 We have plans in place up to December which will include a Christmas Sleepover for our Group 
only. There have been a few difficulties put in our way though with the Hall being hired to dance groups on 
a Friday evening now, but Sally Ellingford is doing her best to help and advise when St Maryôs hall will be 
free in December. 

 I have asked a couple of my parent helpers to become Warranted Leaders 
and they have agreed, so wheels are in motion to get their paperwork etc up to date. 
Teresa Bradshaw needs to complete her training and I need another First Response 
Certificate to finish my training and gain my Wood Badge finally. I have gone 
through all my 7 years of paperwork, programmes and accounts with Glenda 
Chambers, our Assistant District Commissioner, as my training  records have beeb  
mislaid at Scout HQ. 

 
 

Keemah  
Mrs Sue Binnie  
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Cub  Scout Report  

  
 We currently have 33 invested Cub Scouts, including 5 going up to Scouts this term, and with lots 
more Beaver Scouts expected this term. The Cub Scout Pack is currently at the maximum allowed (this is 
allowing for all those who are due to come up) and has a waiting list for new members. 

 We currently have two regular Leaders, myself and Sue Garwood (Shere Khan). This 
is the minimum number required by The Scout Association, but makes it difficult to run 

activities and games with so many young people. Lucy Rogers (Rikki) is off to 
university this month, and Bob Norton (Baloo) cannot come to Pack Meetings every 
week due to work commitments, so we are in need of additional adult helpers in order 
to continue to run our usual full and varied programme. Last term, we asked parents if 
they would go on a rota to help at the weekly meetings (with CRB clearance), and 

have had a few offers of help. If any parent can come along once a term to offer a pair 
of hands, please speak to me. 
 In July we joined the Scouts and Beaver Scouts at Phasels Wood campsite in Hertfordshire to 
celebrate 100 years of 1st Prittlewell (St. Maryôs). Our Centenary Camp was a great success. The Cub 
Scouts had a wonderful time, despite the poor weather, and took part in so many activities. All the 
youngsters tried lots of new things and gained the Camper Badge and Outdoor Challenge Badge 
(if they didnôt already have them). There were so many different activities: pot holing, 
climbing, pedal karts, air rifles, aero ball, zip wire, ice climbing, high wires, Cresta run, 
bowling, ice skating, swimming, kayaking, wide games, campfire, rounders, cricket, etc. 
My thanks go to all the Leaders at the camp who helped with the Cub Scouts, and special 
thanks for the help digging a trench around the tents in the pouring rain to stop them 
being flooded out for the third time! Thanks also to Jim Hawkins for organising and running 
this memorable camp. 
 This term we are working towards the Creative Challenge, My Faith Badge and Personal Safety 
Badge, and looking forward to our Hike to Hadleigh Castle on 20th September, District Cross Country on 
26th September, District Handcraft Competition on 10th October and our Halloween Sleepover on 31st 
October. 
 

Akela  
Miss Louise Hockey  
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Scout Report  

  
 Hello everyone, it seems ages since I wrote for the newsletter, so there is some catching up to do 
starting from way back in June.  
 June was particularly good as we spent two weeks on the Athletics Badge, a wide games evening in 
Hockley Woods and a Chip Shop Survey. 
 The Athletes Badge is something the Troop have not done for a few years although it did became a 

District event for a couple of years. The events were the 100 and 300 metres, the shot-put, the 
long jump and throwing the cricket ball, with the Scouts best three results (2 track and 1  field or 
vice versa) counting towards their total. The scoring is quite simple, the better you are the more 
points you get, the older you are the more points you need. Eleven Scouts of various ages 
passed the badge, which I thought was very good. 
 The wide games evening in Hockley woods was good fun, we were joined by 2nd 
Prittlewell and able to play a few games. Some of our Scouts decided not to join in and 
disappeared for most of the evening,  Aimee and I spent a considerable amount of time looking 
for them, fortunately we had plenty of other Leaders to continue running the games.  
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 The Chip Shop Survey had a new winner. Three essential things are included: taste, 
price and amount of chips in weight. I think it was the Fishy Fryer that won, but Iôm not 
100% sure. 
 During July we went to the park and played rounders and cricket but also had some 
time to play man hunt. On the last evening of term the Troop once again joined 2nd 
Prittlewell at the seafront for a round of crazy golf. This was fun, the Scouts played 
properly (most of the time) and apart from a short shower, the evening went very well, and 
we also played on the beach before being picked up. 
 We entered one Patrol in the Camping Competition and although we did better than the year before 
we still need to improve. The camping part was not bad, but this year their meals let them down. We came 

12th from 20. 
 Summer Camp this year was at Phasels Wood in Hertfordshire. As this is the 
Groupôs Centenary year, we had a joint camp with the Cub 
Scouts and Beaver Scouts. There was plenty to do all week on 
site; activities included high ropes, air rifles, ice wall and zip 
wire. I wonôt list them all but there were many more and we also 
had time off site and went bowling, swimming and ice skating. 
We also spent one day in Hemel Hampstead where the Scouts 

had free time to explore the town. 
 Four Scouts left the Troop during the summer break, two are going to Explorer Scouts and another 
will continue with the Air Training Corp, and will return to the Troop as a Young Leader. 
 We are well into the autumn term and are busy with badge work. We have completed the Guide, IT, 
Chef and Photographer Badges. We have already covered lashings, one week with liquorice laces and 
breadsticks and another with staves and rope and we were able to have a chariot racing game so see how 
long the lashings last, it was a night of running repairs. One night we had a game of chocolate deal or no 
deal. Based on the TV programme that I have never seen, I had no idea what to expect but Aimee and the 
Scouts were clued up and we enjoyed it and the ôcontestantsô won some chocolate. 
 None of our members attended the Scouting Skills weekend for younger Scouts this year, which was 
a shame it is a great opportunity to learn some skills whilst having fun. I went and it was another excellent 
District weekend. 
 The Troop have some things to look forward to, coming up is the District Wide Game, the Leigh 
Fellowship Night Hike and making a road safety video and, of course, Remembrance Sunday Church 
Parade on 8th November. 
 I am very pleased to hear that Brian Dawbarnôs illness is not as serious as first feared and all the 
Scout Leaders wish him a very speedy recovery. 
 

ð-ooOooð- 

 

Group Scout Leader Report  

  
 It has been more than five weeks since 1st Prittlewell (St. Maryôs) Scout Group all met 

together for our Centenary Camp and for me, as the Camp Leader, it was highly satisfying to 
see that all the pre-planning and organisation went well.  
 Both the Scouts and Cub Scouts integrated exceptionally well and when the Beaver 
Scouts arrived on the Friday all the Sections continued to work well together. All this was 
possible due to the considerable co - operation I received from all the Leaders, Assistant 

Leaders and helpers that attended the camp. Once again, the 1st Prittlewell Leadership Team showed how 

well they work together.  
 It was rewarding to hear the praise from our own District Commissioner, who visited us for most of 
the Friday and also from the local District Commissioner who visited on the Friday evening. Both DC's 
were impressed with the way in which we all worked together and the local DC was amazed at how well 
the whole Group interacted, particular during the camp fire. I am truly thankful to all those Scouters, 
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parents and friends that assisted us on our Camp.  
 The County Commissioners for Essex and Hertfordshire were also invited to join us on the Friday 
but unfortunately they could not attend. Please see the enclosed letters, we also invited the Chief Scout, 
Bear Grylls, to join us in our celebrations but as you can see by the letters from Gilwell he was also unable 
to attend.  

 
 Our DC, Brian Dawbarn, formally presented the Group with the 
Baden Powell Trophy, for Best Group in Southend Estuary for 2009 
and it was great to be able to do this with the entire Group under one 
roof, and it made the day even more special. The Trophy will be held 
by the three Section Leaders for three months each.  

 
 
 All those who attended the Summer Anniversary Camp received their Anniversary badges prior to 
the camp. The rest of the Group will receive their badges over the next few weeks. I hope that all Beaver 
Scouts, Cub Scouts and Scouts will wear them with pride.  
 We are now looking forward to formally celebrating the anniversary of our formation and this will be 
held in December. I will be contacting everyone with the details and let us hope that 2009-2010 is as good 
for 1st Prittlewell as the last year has been.  

 
 

Treasurerõs Report 

 
 We currently have just over £4700.00 in the bank, this means we have enough money to pay 
membership fees in January providing there is no unexpected major expense 
 The Centenary Camp came to a total of £6561.76 of which Keymed paid £1260.00 and also 
supplied our printed tee-shirts; a big thank you goes to them for their help. 
 Within our bank balance we are currently holding £250.00 from SAVS for a Beaver Scout trip and 
also £328.00 raised by the Beaver Scouts Sponsored Walk, apparently there is still some money to be 
paid in and then half the money raised is going to the RNLI. 

 We have 23 subscriptions being paid by standing order and this method of 
payment seems to be working well. 
 28 families have signed up for Gift Aid and hopefully after Christmas we 
can put in our first claim to Inland Revenue. 
 If any Section is doing a sponsored walk or other sponsored activity we 
can claim Gift Aid on the sponsorship money if the appropriate style of 
sponsorship form is used. 
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Adam Black 
Christopher Bradshaw 

Sam Corstophone 
William Fraser 

James Garwood 
Richard Kemp 

Lloyd Sawford 
Elliott Treglohan 
Alexander Ulmer 
Zachary Wright 
Dillon Yarnold 

Badges and Awards  

 

Scouts  
 

Athletics Badge  


